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went to my longtime
hairdressers today at
Macarthur Square. As
we spoke this morning
I asked how busy
Macarthur Square had been during
the lockdown. She said that during
the weekend, things hadn’t changed
much, but during the week the place
is often very quiet. She said that the
stores now receive many of their
purchases through on-line sales,
and then customers will come to the
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Square to pick them up. She said the
salon no longer remains open on a
Thursday night much beyond 7pm,
often closing at 6 because they have
no customers. And then she said,
“The world has changed and I don’t
think it is going back to norma!’
The normal being, what life was
like pre-COVID.

Though a lot of the restrictions we
now experience as preventative
measures to spread infection
will ease over the next 6 to 12
months, though hick-ups may
occur, yet despite this many of the
accommodations to new forms
of relating will become far more
permanent. I know personally
working with university students
that many of them only attend
campus once a week. Students
have re-organised their lives around
this new reality. Even when the
restrictions ease, for a great many
will not return to campus as




am sure I’'m not alone
in having felt at times
over last few months,
quite  isolated  and
disconnected from
our church community. Living
through this unprecedented time
of restrictions and many unknowns
has dramatically shifted the ways
we communicate, fellowship and
connect as a church family. While
I personally have felt a great sense
of loss in not meeting face to face
for church, it has also helped me to
reflect on the great gift of belonging
to a community of believers, and
the value of gathering together
weekly. Here are a few reflections

on why we need to gather as a
church:

We are saved through the gospel
being preached to us (Rom 10:9-
10, 14-15). As a community of
saved people, Christ has given us
people to speak the truth of God’s
word - ‘the apostles, the prophets,
the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers” — with a specific goal.
That goal is to be equipped to serve
God together in order to build up
the church — ‘the body of Christ’ —
to “all reach unity in the faith and
in the knowledge of the Son of God
and become mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fullness of
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Christ” (Eph 4:11-13). As a church
family we grow together, as we are
faithfully taught from God’s word
and mature together in Christ. God
has designed Christian community
to be corporate, not individual.

Maturity as a believer is attained
through unity with God’s people.
The local church’s value comes
through meeting together — whether
it be a Sunday, bible studies,
ministry ~ groups, praying and
reading the bible 1:1,~ that we learn
and grow as believers. It is through
“speaking the truth in love” to
one another, pointing each other
to Christ and the gospel, that we
will be a body that reflects Christ
(Eph 4:15). We need other believers
(both our ministers and those next
to us in the pews) to remind us of
the gospel, for our own sin or the sin
of others so easily deceives us and
prevents us from moving beyond
spiritual infancy (Eph 4:14).

Our unity and maturity as believers
should be reflected in our sacrificial
service towards each other. God gives
gifts to his people to serve the local
church family. In using these gifts,
the wider body of Christ grows and is
built up in love — “as each part does

its work” (Eph 4:16). The great mark
of Christian community is the love

that we have for one another.
In not reflecting Christ’s
love, we become no

different from the
world around us.
Jesus called his

disciples to love
one another, because
by their love for
one another outsiders
would know they were
his people (John 13:34-35).
Our love as a family of believers
shows the world that we are different
— pointing them to Christ, whose love
alone can save them.

Our church gatherings are an
opportunity to invite non-believers
to hear the gospel preached, to
see God being worshipped, to
witness the love we have for one
another, so that they might want to
know Christ for themselves. Our
presence at church, or bible study,
or any gathering of believers, is an
opportunity to love and be loved, to
grow in maturity together. We need
the church, and we are needed by
the church. God has given us the
great gift of doing life together in
Christ — are you thankful for it?
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2. How can you

Reflection
Questions:

1. What is your
current attitude
to church? Does
it reflect God’s
purpose for the
church to grow
in maturity and
unity?

be speaking the
truth in love and
serving your
fellow believers
in this season of
life?




the changes
students have
made will make it
impossible for them.
University life post-
COVID will be radically
different to what it has been
almost since its inception. I
write the example above to
illustrate the changes that are
occurring around us. Life post-
COVID will be different.

We began COVID restrictions
around mid-March, and thus
have not met as a church body
for some time. Some have
thrived within this new regimen,
others have found it incredibly
hard and lonely. Wherever we

sit on this spectrum, the easing of
restrictions makes it possible for
us to meet together again. Given
the events of this year, previous
expectations and experiences
of church will require some
changes going forward. And
that’s ok. But the verse ringing in
my head as I write is:

“And let us watch out for one
another to provoke love and
good works, not neglecting
to gather together, as some
are in the habit of doing,
but encouraging each other,
and all the more as you
see the day approaching.”
(Hebrews 10:24-25 CSB17)

Personally, 1 like the way
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the NIV translates this verse
better than the CSB. Not that
the content or meaning is any
different,I’m just use to the way
the verse flows of the tongue.
And that’s my point, our
expectations and preferences
can get in the way of doing and
seeing the important. Whether
enjoying church on-line or
desperately wanting to meet
again, gathering as church
will be different from our
expectations. But Christianity
is not, ‘My Bible and me under
a tree!” We gather in response
to our Father’s call. We gather
because of what Jesus has done
for us. We gather to spur one
another on, and all the more
as we see the day approaching.
Christians gather because that
is who we are - the gathering
of God’s people for the Glory
of God!
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